
Increased dressed weights mitigate reduced cattle slaughter
Kenneth Mathews for Progressive Cattleman

While conditions in the Southern 
Plains, Southwest through California 
and most of the West are improved 
over year-earlier conditions, most of 
the areas remain in serious drought. 
Some areas have had rain over the 
last few weeks while other areas 
have deteriorated. At the same time, 
the corn crop continues in good-to-
excellent condition, and estimates 
for both per-acre yields and total 
production continue to increase as the 
summer progresses.

As a result, corn prices continue to 

decline. The declining corn prices have 
been a positive factor in the continuing 
increases in feeder cattle prices.

The USDA National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) released 
its five-year revisions of inventory 
estimates for the major livestock 
species recently. In its five-year 
revisions, NASS raised a number of 
cattle inventory estimates back through 
Jan. 1, 2008. Despite the changes, the 
revisions changed very little and have 
little or no effect on current or future 
inventory dynamics.

Monthly average dressed weights 
of all cattle slaughtered have continued 
their seasonal increase into September. 
Historically, dressed weights typically 
peak during October and decline into 
the next year, often reaching seasonal 
lows in April-May. However, in 2011, 
2012 and 2013, peaks were later than is 
typical, with a November peak in 2013 
and not peaking until the following 
year in both 2011 (peaking in February 
2012) and 2012 (peaking in January 
2013). In 2014, federally inspected 
dressed weights bottomed in May 

at 790 pounds per carcass, 8 pounds 
above the May 2013 low and a record 
high for a May average.

Further, declining corn and 
soybean meal prices have encouraged 
producers to keep cattle on feed longer, 
which could also contribute to heavier 
average dressed weights over the near 
term.

Cheaper feed and favorable pasture 
conditions – combined with reduced 
placements of heifers on feed (which 
produce smaller, lighter carcasses), 
fewer cows (which also produce smaller 
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1.9% Financing For 72 Months
On select used equipment. Subject to pre-approval by John Deere Financial. Offer ends November 30, 2014. Some restrictions apply.

www.midwestmachineryco.com

Sauk Centre, MN
Phone: (320) 352-6511

Toll Free: (800) 549-5875

Your John Deere SPFH Headquarters
JD 7980 RWA 2014 250 hours ...................Coming In

JD 7950 RWA 2010 1400 hours .................Coming In

JD 7800 RWA 2006 1817 hours ................. $219,000

JD 7780 RWA 2014  ...................................Coming In

JD 7780 RWA 2013 ProDrive, 141 hours ... $379,000

JD 7580 RWA 2014  ...................................Coming In

JD 7580 RWA 2013 157 hours ................... $359,000

JD 7550   900 hours ................... $219,000

JD 7550 RWA 2008 1150 hours ................. $258,000

JD 7550 RWA 2008 1160 hours ................. $248,000

JD 7550 2WD 2008 882 hours ................... $219,000

JD 7500   1800 hours ................. $149,000

JD 7500   1581 hours ................. $139,000 

JD 7400 RWA  1300 hours ................. $189,000

JD 7350 RWA  Pro Drive, 600 hours .. $249,000

JD 7250 RWA 2012 334 hours ................... $229,000

JD 7180 RWA 2014 250 hours ...................Coming in

JD 6750 RWA 2000 2698 hours ................. $105,000 

New Holland 365W Hay Head............................... $12,500
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