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Ration (Lbs, as-fed basis)
Ingredient 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Cracked shelled corn 100 65 87     41

Whole oats  35  100 70  30 30

Rolled barley     30 40   

Soybean meal 44   8     20

Dried brewers grain       35  

Dehydrated alfalfa pellets      60   

Soybean hulls       30  

Cane molasses   5    5 7

Dicalcium phosphate        1

Trace mineralized salt        1

Analysis, % dry matter: 
   Crude protein (%)

10.1 11.2 13.2 13.3 13.4 16.8 18.4 18.6

TDN (%) 90.0 84.5 88.7 77.0 79.1 70.0 68.9 81.7

Table 3 Composition of several home-made creep rations for beef calves using normal 
moisture contents for ingredients

such as wheat or ground corn, should 
be avoided. Calves can handle limited 
amounts of non-protein nitrogen 
(NPN; urea or biuret) by weaning, but 
there needs to be sufficient natural 
protein in the diet to allow utilization 
of the NPN. At this time, calves should 
have unlimited access to forage to 
ensure proper rumen function.

One means of introducing calves 
to creep feed is providing a limited 
amount of creep feed to the mother 
cows a few days prior to exposing 
calves to the creep ration, since calves 
learn to eat with their mothers. Also 
scatter some of the feed around and 
within the creeping area so the mother 
cows will loiter nearby. Care should be 
taken to observe calves regularly when 
introducing creep feed to make sure 
calves are not over-consuming creep 
feed, resulting in digestive problems.

It’s good practice to plan on 
weaning and preconditioning 30 to 
60 days prior to shipping, 45 being 
the typical standard. This will reduce 
separation stress and provides time to 
monitor calves closely for illness. Once 
weaned, continue to provide calves 
access to free-choice hay or forage.

Breaking in the bunk
Because calves are walking 

fencelines, looking for a way to escape 
back to mom, placing feed and water 
troughs perpendicular to fencelines 
will help maintain their intake and 
initiate the process of bunk breaking. 

Calves may not initially dive right 
into the bunk, so “spilling” feed such 
as hay over the bunk edges will pique 
their curiosity, as they’ll eat the hay off 
the ground, working their way into the 
bunk. Also ensure proper bunk space 
(12 to 24 inches per animal) to calves 
so the more timid ones will still receive 
adequate nutrition.

Calves that have been raised with 
streams and ponds as the water source 
will struggle to find water in water 
troughs. To help train them, let water 
troughs overflow, flooding the area 
around the trough and once again 
using a calf ’s natural curiosity to your 
advantage. Water quality is extremely 
important. In areas with high sulfur 
or iron content, a water test may be 
needed to determine if these minerals 
may create antagonism with critical 
trace minerals such as copper.

During the pre- and post-weaning 
period, calves should be provided with 
a high-quality mineral supplement. 
Important trace minerals include 
copper, manganese, selenium and zinc. 
These trace minerals are important to 
proper immune function and response 
to vaccination. 

Providing at least a portion 
of these minerals in their chelated 
form may improve mineral status of 
calves during the preconditioning 
period. Vitamin A, D and E may need 
supplementation. 

Supplementation with calcium 
and phosphorus may also be needed. 
However, mineral and vitamin 

supplementation programs need to be 
tailored to the individual ranch and 
feedstuff used. Contact your extension 
professional or consulting nutritionist 
for more information.

Calves that have gone through 
these management steps will be better 
prepared to enter a feedyard, as their 
immune system has been strengthened 
from a solid ranch vaccination 
program. They’ve been introduced 
to the concentrated feeds through 
creep feeding and post-weaning diet. 
They will experience less stress from 
already being weaned and be able to 
adapt quickly to feedbunks from being 
bunk-broke during weaning. 

Calves that come into feedyards 
like this are more likely to receive a 
premium price and perform at a greater 
capacity, leading to the ultimate finish 
line of a quality meat carcass.  

References omitted due to space
but are available upon request.
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BUD BOX MULTIPLE UNCONTROLLED,
HIGH IMPACT POINTS:

1. Operator must follow gate into high impact, 
uncontrolled area to ensure gate is closed. A kicked 
gate injures.
2. Animal’s attempts to exit unsecured gate creates 
an uncontrolled opportunity for extreme potential 
operator injury and/or animal injury.

3. Multiple people are required to reposition cattle if 
they will not enter alley(s), creating extreme human 
operator danger and no control of animals.
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TURRET GATE’S ADDED CONTROL:
1.  Use of remote control eliminates 
need for human to follow gate to close gate.

2. Operator injury from animal attempting 
to exit gate is virtually eliminated.

3. Turret Gate hydraulically Swings, 
Reverse Swings, & Shuttles via remote control
to move animals while human remains outside gate.
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